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From left, Eddie Howell's daughter, Shannon
Howell Rosier, wife Jonny and son Eddie
Howell Jr. attend the Celebration of Life
service for Sarasota High AD and longtime
baseball coach Eddie Howell at Robarts Arena
in Sarasota on Sunday.

Honoring Howell, who dedicated his life to
others
By Doug Fernandes
Published: Sunday, October 25, 2015 at 9:01 p.m.

Randy Rand stood before a Robarts Arena
crowd of 1,000 people. Maybe 1,200. Perhaps
even 1,500. The subject was Sarasota High
baseball, meaning Eddie Howell was at its
epicenter.

Rand told a story of the 1973 Sailor baseball
team in the state semifinals. The junior hit a
home run in the game, sending Sarasota into
the title contest, but it wasn't THE story.

The big news was the birth that night of Eddie
Howell Jr. Just not big enough to send dad
racing to the hospital.

“Coach was on the field with us,” Rand said. “I can recall a conversation between
teammates that night and even the next day. We knew one of two things was going
on.

“Either coach Howell had the most cool, understanding and unconditionally loving
wife, or he was in for a long time of misery at home.”

As expected, the tale elicited laughs. But then Rand provided the kicker, a peek at the
all-time Sailor for whom so many surrendered their Sunday afternoon to recognize.

“Because of his effort, every player on that team got a scholarship to college,” he said.
“He literally changed the course of 15 lives in one fell swoop.”

They all came, young and old, male and female, Sailor alums, friends, family and
colleagues. There were stories told, laughs released, tears shed, remembrances and
recollections. If a man's existence is measured by the people he touched, Sunday's
Celebration of Life service for Edward Francis Howell, who died Oct. 14 at age 70,
reflected a life dedicated to others.

“He gravitated to students who needed compassion, a caring hand and an ear to
listen to,” said Sarasota baseball coach Clyde Metcalf. “Kids knew they had an
advocate in Ed Howell.”

“I always told my children that I was the daughter of a celebrity,” said Shannon
Howell, Eddie's daughter. “They never believed me. But this crowd proves it to me.”

The service was tastefully done, with a slide show, music and guest speakers recalling
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stories of the Sarasota High student, athlete, teacher, coach and administrator.
Eddie. Coach. Big Daddy.

There was Eddie Howell, the 24-year-old Sarasota head baseball coach. “He was a
legend when we were kids,” said Sailor Nick DeVirgilis. “We about fell over because
we went, 'Eddie Howell?' It's like your greatest hero in high school coming back to
coach your team.”

The Sailors finished 14-14 in 1968. In '69, Howell's first year, they went 23-3 and
reached the regional finals. “He really got us to believe,” DeVirgilis said.

There was Eddie Howell, the Sailor pitching coach. Former Sailor and current major
leaguer Ian Desmond remembered Howell walking to the mound one game, gently
putting his hand on the Sailor pitcher and saying, 'Let's go, son, bow your neck.'

“I live with that,” Desmond said. “Every time I take the field, I always think about
bowing my neck. That's just resonated with me my whole life. What he did with
baseball was a fraction of what he did as a human being, as a man.”

Eddie Howell, the driver's education teacher, sometimes got Clyde Metcalf, the
student, to fulfill his caffeine fix. Metcalf would take one of the school's driver's ed
cars over to Mr. Donut. The order? A cup of coffee — two creams, one sugar — and a
glazed donut.

“We did that today,” Metcalf said, “it would be tomorrow's headline.” And when
Metcalf became the Sailors' head baseball coach in 1982, he turned to Howell for ...
everything.

“I had no idea that the man who was my high school baseball coach would play such
a large role in the life of my family and myself over the next five decades,” he said.

“Players wanted to play for him, players wanted to win for him, and we always knew
that he would get the most out of our potential.”

“He welcomed everybody into his heart, and that's how it works with guys like that,”
said Con Nicholas, former Cardinal Mooney athlete and Riverview High football
coach.

“He made a huge impact on this community and its children,” Metcalf said. “His
legacy will live forever in each of us. We are better people because of Eddie Howell.”

“Be kind to everyone,” said Lee Hayworth, Howell's Sailor football teammate. “Be
like Eddie.”
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